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Demosthenes to the 
Athenians—351 B. C. 


“Shame on you, Athenians . . . for not 
wishing to understand that (in war) one 
must not allow oneself to be at the com- 
mand of events, but must forestall them. 

You move against Philip like a barbar- 
ian when he wrestles. .. . If you hear that 
Philip was attacked in the Chersonese, you 
send help (to fight him) there; if he is 
at Thermoplae, you run there: if he turns 
aside you follow him to right and to left 
as if you were acting on /zs orders! 

Never a fixed plan, never any precau- 
tions, you wait for bad news before you 


” 


act. 


The striking words of 
Demosthenes to the Athen- 
ians three centuries before 
Christ’s birth might apply 
almost exactly to much of 
what the Christian world 
does in the face of com- 
munist aggression. 

4 Since 1945 ten nations 
have come under the pres- 
sure of the Kremlin with dire results for 
Christians. 
There have been many different kinds of tre- 
‘action among Christians. But by no means 
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enough thought has been given to a positive, 
constructive, and concerted strategy. 

One thing that ought not to be missed by 
those who look with anxious eyes upon the 
world scene is that the one most constructive 
effort that is being made is the ecumenical 
movement—it is “the great fact of our time.” 


The mission of the Church is not only to 
snatch brands from the burning or to lift up 
the fallen on life’s road. It is to “build a highway 
for our God’—to “make the rough places 
smooth,” and to rid the world of the miasmic 
swamps of evil in which disease and violence 
breed. To such ends the World Council seeks to 
direct the concerted efforts of its wide fellow- 
ship. It is building bridges across the chasms 
which separate so many who ought to be march- 
ing together towards a better world. 

All those who come within the ecumenical 
fellowship must search for positive ways of ex- 
pressing Christian community—common unity 
of purpose, of loyalty, and of ultimate hope in 
Christ. With Richard Niebuhr let us recognize 
that a Christian “is a person who thinks of 
himself as belonging to that community (of men 
and women throughout the world and through- 
out history) for whom Jesus Christ—his life, his 
deeds, his words, his destiny—provides the key 
to an understanding of God and of man, of good 
and of evil, the constant companion of the con- 
science and the hope of ultimate victory. 


—H. $. L. 


ROLE OF WOMEN IN 
CHURCH DISCUSSED 


G4 
Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft visits with (left to 
right) Mrs. James W. Wyker, President, and 
Mrs. W. Murdoch MacLeod, Executive Secre- 
tary, of the United Church Women of the 
N.C.C.; also Mrs. Leslie E. Swain, an American 
member of the World Council Executive Com- 
mittee (extreme right), between sessions of a 
meeting on Life and Work of Women in the 
Church. The meeting was held at Riverside 
Church, New York, March 10, attended by both 
men and women of various denominational and 
interdenominational groups. 

“The World Council of Churches is vitally 
concerned over the role of women in the Church, 
because the ecumenical movement has to do 
with the wholeness of the Church,” Dr. W. A. 
Visser 't Hooft explained. “Without the full 
contribution of its women members, the Church 
is not really whole.” 

Professor Mary Ely Lyman, of Union Sem- 
inary, an American member of the Commission, 
said what women needed was a feeling of free- 
dom from parisitism—economically and intel- 
lectually. She paid tribute to the world-wide 
fellowship of the ecumenical movement as an 
opportunity to know people and understand 
ideas which differ from those we usually en- 
counter. 


ARE YOU GOING TO EUROPE? 


The Ecumenical Institute of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, Bossey, Switzerland, is anxious 
to have the names of church people from the 
United States who plan to visit Europe, in order 
that they may be invited to special religious 
events, and to conferences or short courses at 
the Ecumenical Institute. Names, approximate 
dates, and itineraries should be sent to Professor 
Hendrik Kraemer, Chateau de Bossey, Celigny, 
Switzerland. It is hoped that many visitors will 
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LAYMEN ACKNOWLEDGE 
CHURCH RESPONSIBILITY 


Over three hundred laymen representing 3: 
churches in the United States and Canada, mé 
Feb. 21 to 24 in Buffalo, New York, under th 


sponsorship of the Canadian Council o 
Churches and the National Council of th 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., to discuss th 
theme suggested by the World Council o 
Churches, “The Christian and His Daily Work: 

The meeting was chaired by Al Whitehouss 
(extreme left in photo), labor leader of Cincir 
nati, Ohio; Cameron P. Hall, (extreme right 
executive director of the Department of Chure 
and Economic Life of the N.C.C. acted as ac 


* ministrative secretary. 


The delegates divided into occupation: 
groups, each of which wrote a statement settin 
forth what seemed to be the implications ¢ 
Christianity for their particular occupational re 
sponsibilities and problems. 

Outstanding among the speakers was D 
Reinold von Thadden (second from left), pres 
dent of the Kirchentag (laymen’s) movement i 
Germany, and Dr, Hendrik Kraemer (secon 
from right), director-general of the Ecumenic: 
Institute, Bossey, Switzerland. 


find it possible to include some of the Wor] 
Council Inter-Church Aid projects, the Yout 
Department work camps, and the World Cour 
cil headquarters, on their itineraries. 


- 


GENERAL SECRETARY ADDRESSES 
CONFERENCE OF U. S. A. CHURCHES 


Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary 
of the World Council of Churches, was in the 
United States from Geneva to attend the annual 
meeting of the Conference of U.S.A. Member 
Churches of the World Council of Churches, at 
Buck Hill Falls, Pa. March 17-18. He left 
shortly after the meeting for ecumenical consul- 
tations in South America and Africa. 


Need for Patience 


Dr. Visser ‘t Hooft recalled that the Provi- 
sional Committee of the World Council had 
met at Buck Hill Falls in 1947, before the 
Constituting Assembly at Amsterdam in 1948. 
In the changing situation and growth of the 
ecumenical movement, he saw reason for “tre- 
mendous gratitude.” He said the direction which 
the movement must take is now far clearer and 
that by knowing each other and working to- 
gether, the member churches have achieved “a 
greater degree of understanding and confi- 
dence.” He warned, however, that “the division 
of centuries cannot be healed in a decade.” 


Reports from Soviet Orbit 

Referring to contacts with member churches 
in the Soviet orbit, he admitted that there were 
no longer any official contacts with former 
member churches in China, though with one 
exception these churches have not withdrawn 
from the Council. Neither is there, at the pres- 
ent time, any official communication—as there 
previously was—with the churches of Bulgaria 
and Roumania. There is still some contact, he 
said, with the churches of Czechoslovakia and 
more contact with the churches of Hungary and 
eastern Germany. 

“But even from those churches with which 
official contact is impossible,” said Dr. Visser 
’t Hooft, “the World Council still receives mes- 
sages indicating a real devotion to the ecumen- 
ical cause. From one such church came a mes- 
sage saying that the ecumenical movement was 
never as popular as it is at present. As was 
the case during the war years when the ecumen- 
ical relationships could not be kept up through 
conferences, correspondence, and periodicals, 


our relationship is still maintained through 
prayer. In such churches, there is often more 
devotion to the ecumenical church than in 
countries where ecumenical contacts are still 
free. 


“We must make the voice of the Church 
heard,” Dr. Visser ’t Hooft told his audience, 
“as an independent Christian voice seeking to 
say the prophetic word in relation to the inter- 
national situation, but such a voice can only be 
heard effectively if it grows out of the life of 
the churches themselves and has the full interest 
and support of the church membership. 


“Christians of the Western world,” he con- 
tinued, “do not realize how much they can help 
the Christians of other countries if they will 
always fight for the independence of the Church 
and keep it free from all political and economic 
pressure. Moreover,” he said, “they must make 
their witness in a manner that will be known 
and understood in other parts of the world.” 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft paid tribute to the American 
church leaders who, he said, had helped to keep 
the World Council independent from such pres- 
sures. “We must fight for the independence of 
the World Council at all times,’ he told them. 


“In the churches of the western world,” con- 
tinued Dr. Visser 't Hooft, “the question is not 
whether you are for or against communism. 
The western churches would all oppose com- 
munism. The question is whether your ‘no’ to 
communism is pronounced almost wholly on a 
political basis, or whether it is pronounced at a 
spiritual level. The deepest ‘no’ and the most 
effective resistance to communism is that pro- 
nounced on a spiritual basis.” 


Dr. Nolde Reports 


Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, Director of the Com- 
mission of the Churches on International Affairs, 
and an official observer to the United Nations 
General Assembly at the recent Paris meetings, 
stressed as “imperative needs of the hour,” that 
“we must put our own house in order. We must 
clean up corruption at all levels of government 
—federal, state and municipal, and . . . repudiate 


CHURCHES CONSIDER WORLD-WIDE 
ECUMENICAL TIES AT PENTECOST 


PENTECOST. June 1, 1952 


BEQUEST FORM 

Friends of the World Council who de- 
sire to perpetuate by a legacy their 
interest in the Ecumenical Movement, 
may use this simple form of bequest:— 

I give and bequeath to the Friends 
of the World Council of Churches, Inc., 
incorporated under Section 30 of the 
Membership Corporation Law of New 
York State on January 27, 1943, the 
sum of 


Dollars ($ ) 


to be applied to the use and purpose of 
said corporation. 


( Attested signature ) 
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Pentecost Sunday (Whitsunday ) falls on 
June 1, 1952—or June 7 in the Eastern churches 
Congregations of member communions of th 
World Council of Churches will observe Pent 
cost as a special day for “the local Christian) 
to consider his world-wide ecumenical relatio 
ships and responsibilities. 

The original Christian Pentecost occurr 
fifty days after the first Easter. When the disci 
ples were gathered “with one accord,” the Hol 
Spirit came upon them and gave them guidance 
and power to do God's will in the world. Histo 
ians generally regard this event (as related it 
Acts Il) as the birth of the Church. 

This Pentecost poster will be seen in many 
churches throughout America during the Pentec 
period. Bulletin covers for congregational 
with the same design (in two colors), facts abou 
the World Council, and with inside blank fo 
mimeographing or printing are available at $1.5 
per hundred. Packet of Pentecost materials, 25 
Mats of poster from cut (left)—80 screen—avail 
able on request. 

The Department of Evangelism of the Nationa 
Council of Churches, has prepared devotion 
materials for the fifty-day Pentecost period. 


CHARTS IN PUBLICATION SIZE> 

Because of many requests to reproduce the 
“World Council at Work” chart (which ap: 
peared in a former issue of the Courier) as : 
double-spread in periodicals, a new layout ha: 
been arranged in 15” x 10” proportion. Copie: 
mailed to publications on request. Mats, fo: 
reproduction, $1.50. 
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domestic totalitarian procedures by which we 
seek to combat totalitarian subversive practices. 
We must rid ourselves of scare propaganda, iron 
curtains and insidious loyalty pledges. Un- 
American activities must be opposed, but they 
must be opposed by American and not Soviet 
methods. 

“The military strength which we need in face 
possible aggression must be fashioned in 
such a way that it will not destroy our own 
economy or that of cooperating nations and in 
such a way that it will not in itself make us 
‘a cause of war... 

“We must recognize that in the perspective 
} of history our real enemy is not the Soviet 
Government. The enemy which can devastate 
and overpower us is to be found in human 
want, in the homelessness and suffering of refu- 
44 gees, in social degradation, in racial discrimina- 
@ tion, in imperialistic pride and selfishness. . . . 
If mercy and justice are given unrestrained ex- 
4 pression, we shall be able to launch a dynamic 
| peace offensive, and propaganda for the cause 
al of freedom will take care of itself. 

“We must cement friendly relations with 
Mations and peoples where free exchange of 
ideas remains possible, and where mutuality of 
outlook makes cooperation national and fruitful. 

“And finally, we must cultivate in our people 
an attitude which will be conducive to reconcilia- 
tion with the U.S.S.R., and we must convinc- 
ingly manifest that attitude in our actions. 
Caught in the meshes of a far-flung rearmament 
program and controlled to a completely unwar- 
ranted degree by the unpredictable decisions in 
Moscow, we are in danger of building a national 
mind-set where we would repudiate a settle- 
ment with Russia, even if Russia were to 
abandon its methods of coercion, infiltration and 
false propaganda. If we are to capture the moral 
initiative which alone can prevent war and 
promote peace, we must seize every opportunity 
by word and by deed to hasten the day when 
reconciliation will be the dynamic force in inter- 
national relations.” 


Refugee Program 

_ The Rev. Elfan Rees, Advisor on Refugee 
Affairs to the World Council of Churches and 

» Secretary in Geneva, Switzerland for the Com- 

mission of the Churches on International Affairs, 


told the meeting that “For a while it was feared, 
with the closing of IRO’s work, that the volun- 
tary agencies might inherit its program and 
problems, for which no voluntary agency is 
rightly equipped. In the United Nations meet- 
ings,” he said, “ The CCIA warned again and 
again that voluntary agency resources and per- 
sonnel must not be thought of as adequate to 
deal with the continuing refugee problems. 
Largely because of these presentations the High 
Commissioner's fund is now established, and a 
new migration body was set up in Brussels. 
This new migration body will deal with the 
problems of over-population in certain countries, 
but will not be concerned with individual cases. 
The work of the Church will continue to be 
necessary as a complementary measure.” 

Mr. Rees plans to be in the United States for 
several months and is available for speaking 
engagements. 


Plans for Evanston 


The Rev. Robert S. Bilheimer, Secretary for 
the Second Assembly to be held at Evanston, 
Illinois, in August, 1954, reported six hundred 
delegates from the Council’s 158 member 
churches in 43 countries are expected to attend. 
There are also places for 100 youth delegates, 
who will participate in all phases of the meet- 
ings, and 150 consultants, who will include most 
of the world’s top-ranking “Christian statesmen” 
and theologians. 

Arrangements are being made for a huge mass 
meeting in Soldiers’ Field, Chicago, for the 
first Sunday that the Assembly is in session. 
Plans are also under way for an exhibit of 
Christian art through the ages, planned by the 
Chicago Art Institute. 

Six preparatory commissions, which will bring 
before the Assembly issues particularly pertinent 
to the ecumenical (world-wide) Church as it 
seeks to serve man and discover God’s will for 
him in today’s world, are concerned with: 
(1) Unity, (2) Evangelism, (3) Responsible 
Society, (4) International Peace and Justice, 
(5) Laymen (and laywomen), (6) Race. 

Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen of Union Seminary 
chaired a discussion panel in which Dr. Robert 
L. Calhoun, Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, and Dr. 
Walter Muelder participated to discuss the pro- 

(Continued on page 5) 
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About the Ecumenical Movement 


The Ecumenical Movement by Leonard Hodg- 
son. (The University Press, the University of 
the South, Sewanee, Tennessee, 1951. 50 pp.) 

The One Church: In the Light of the New Testa- 
ment by Clarence Tucker Craig. ( Abingdon- 
Cokesbury, Nashville, Tenn., 1951. 155 pp. 
$2.00.) 

Ecumenical Foundations: A History of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council and its Nine- 
teenth century background by William Richey 
Hogg. (Harper & Bros., New York, 1952. 
466 pp. $5.00.) 


Biblical Authority for Today, edited by Alan 
Richardson, Canon of Durham, and Wolf- 
gang Schweitzer, Secretary in the Study De- 
partment of the World Council of Churches. 
A World Council symposium on “The Bibli- 
cal Authority for the Churches’ Social and 
Political Message.” (The Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, 1952. 338 pp., indexes. $4.00.) 

Your Church and You by Fred P. Corson. 
An Interpretation of the Member's Obliga- 
tion to the Church and its Responsibilities to 
Society. (John C. Winston, Philadelphia, 
1951. 171 pp. $2.50.) 

Democracy and the Churches by James Hastings 
Nichols. (The Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia, 1951. 298 pp. $4.50.) 

That They May Have Life by D. T. Niles, of 
Ceylon. (Harper & Bros., New York. 121 pp. 
$2.75.) 


Ecumenical Pamphlets: 
Ecumenical Studies: Evangelism in France (58 


pp. 40¢.); Eschatology and Ethics (24 pp. 
20¢.); The Bible and the Church's Message 
to the World (4 pp. 10¢.) (From World 
Council office. ) 

Man-Woman Relationship. A study outline pre- 
pared by the Commission on the Life and 
Work of Women in the Church. (Student 
Christian Movement, London. Order from 
World Council office, New York. 32 pp. 20¢.) 

Every Occupation a Christian Calling by John 


Oliver Nelson. ( Association Press, New York, 
1951. 15 pp. 10¢.) 


Tragedy and Faith in Korea by Horace H. 
derwood. (Friendship Press, New York, 19 
55 pp. 50¢.) 


Also Received for Review 


Dream and Reality, an Essay in aerate: | 
by Nicholas Berdyaev. (Macmillan, N 
York, 1951. 332 pp. $4.50.) 

The Psalms and their Meaning for Today 
Samuel Terrien. “Their original purpose, c 
tents, religious truth, poetic beauty and 
nificance.” (The Bobbs-Merrill Co., Inc., 
York, 1952. 275 pp. $3.00.) 

The Theology of Albert Schweitzer for Christ 
Inquirers by E. N. Mozley with an epilogue 
Albert Schweitzer on “The Conception of - 
Kingdom of God in the Transformation 
Eschatology.” (Macmillan, New York, 1 
117 pp. $2.00.) : 

Jesus in the Jewish Tradition by Morris 
stein. (Macmillan, New York, 1950. 242 > 
Notes. $4.00.) 

Moses by Sholem Asch. (G. P. Putnam, 

York, 1951. $3.75.) 


“THE HOUSE OF FAITH” 
a broadcast about the 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES | 
over your local radio station 
DURING THE WEEK OF APRIL 21-27! 

* * * 


A presentation of the National Council’s; 
“Let there be Light” series. Ask your local 
radio station or council of churches, for the 
day and hour. Tell friends to listen in. Send 
cards of appreciation. 


(Continued from page 4) 
posed theme of the Assembly, which will d 
with the general topic of Christ the Lord as | 
one hope of Church and World. The theme \ 
also discussed in section meetings: 
(1) The faith which the Church proclaims (1 
Paul Empie, chairman); (2) The world sit 


tion today (Miss Leila Anderson); (3) 1 
Church situation today (Dr. Douglas Horto 


